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Introduction
This volume represents a selection of the papers delivered at the ‘From
Augustine to Anglicanism’ conference held at St Francis Theological
College in Brisbane in February 2010. The conference from which these
papers are derived was open-themed, but as the title indicates, overall
our intention was to offer scholarly interrogation of the origins,
development and worldwide dispersal and influence of the Ecclesia
Anglicana. The conference presentations covered a wide spectrum of
Anglican studies, from the British Church at the time of the Venerable
Bede, through its reformations in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries to the Anglican Church in twenty-first century Australia.
Consequently, the papers survey the Anglican Church in the British
Isles, Australia, North America, Africa and New Zealand, nations where
the British Church, after the English Reformation, exercised cultural,
linguistic, spiritual and political influence.
The prospect of holding a conference devoted to Anglican
Studies generated considerable excitement in the academic community;
it is rare that an entire conference in Australia is given over to the
Anglican Church. Although the conference is open-themed, as the
abstracts and then full papers arrived, it became clear that many
participants had chosen to situate Anglican studies within a much
broader context, selecting topics of capital significance to Australian
history (including the First Fleet, ANZAC Day, the Cold War, the history
of public education, Indigenous interaction with white culture, the
expansion of colonial settlements and the Whitlam government among
others) and exploring the contribution of Anglican perspectives to these
events and in turn reading these events from the point of view of the
history of the Anglican Church. The papers at this conference are an
opportunity to explore themes which engage with a world of more than
just immediate significance to Anglicans and Anglican scholars.
Indigenous history, the impact of missionaries on cultural frontiers,
gender studies and other fields all appeared during this conference in
fresh guises, viewed from the perspective of the significance of the
Anglican input to these areas and written with the archival and
historical resources of the Anglican Church.
This conference also indicates the current strength and vitality
of Anglican Studies in Australia, even though the mainstream
historiography of Australian history, especially major set pieces of
national significance, such as the ANZAC legend, tends to ignore the
contribution of the Church of England and then the Anglican Church of
Australia to the formation of national identity. Nor is the history of the
Anglican Church often considered in relation to the general trajectory of
Australian history. In contrast the Roman Catholic Church in Australia
has never lacked interpreters, not least because of its involvement in
other much-discussed episodes of Australian History, such as the 1916
Conscription Referendum, the development of Cold War Politics and the
splits in state and federal Labor in the 1950s. In these circumstances
1

and others, Roman Catholicism earned its place in the academic
mainstream of Australian studies.
It is only relatively recently that scholars have been inclined to
look seriously or systematically at the history of the Anglican Church as
it interacted with broader currents of Australian historical development
or to consider how Anglicanism interacted with broader elements of
Australian society. It is also only relatively recently that historical
writings on the Anglican Church in Australia have moved significantly
beyond the realm of the important but (dare we say it) sometimes
internally focused parish histories, diocesan commemorations or local
historical societies and into the mainstream of Australian history to
consider how the Anglican Church worked within a broader national
context. The papers at this conference acknowledge this lacuna in the
historical consciousness and engage with its implications, stressing for
instance the overlooked attention to the Anglican Church during Cold
War scares or the seminal influence of Anglican religiosity in
formulating Australian and New Zealand ANZAC Day commemorations.
In addressing these themes, the scholars in this volume have worked
within a number of disciplines and methodologies, including theology,
biography, sociology and the History of Ideas.
In reading this volume, you may disagree with some
perspectives and be impressed by the insights of others. This was
always our intention. As Sir Francis Bacon wrote in 1605 amid the days
of turmoil and tumult that accompanied the Ecclesia Anglicana’s
challenges in getting to know itself and define its identity:
For it is the true office of history to represent the events themselves
together with the counsels, and to leave the observations and
conclusions thereupon to the liberty and faculty of every man’s
judgment.

We trust that you will enjoy sharing our journey of many centuries,
characters, groups and nations as much as we have enjoyed and been
humbled by the breadth of scholarship and topics offered to us.
Marcus Harmes
Lindsay Henderson
Gillian Colclough
February 2010
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